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INVESTIGATIVE FIELD PROCEDURES 
 

Penetration Testing & Split Barrel Sampling:   A standard 2.0" O.D. (1.4" I.D.) 
split barrel sampler is first seated 6" to penetrate any loose cuttings and then driven an 
additional 12" with blows of a 140-pound hammer falling 30". The number of blows 
required to drive the sampler the final foot is recorded and designated the penetration 
resistance  (N).  (ASTM D- 1586) 
 
 
 

Soil Boring (SB): The test bore is advanced by a drilling rig utilizing 5-5/8" O.D. 
(2-1/4" I.D.) hollow stem augers. Soil samples are obtained with a standard split-tube 
sampler by driving the sampler thru the hollow auger. Collected soil specimens are sealed 
in air tight containers and delivered to the laboratory to confirm the drillers 
classifications.  (ASTM D- 1452 & 1586) 
 
 

Auger Boring (AB): Steel flight augers are utilized to advance the test bore. The 
soils are visually classified and sampled from the cuttings which are bought to the 
surface. (ASTM D-1452) 
 

Undisturbed Sampling (UD): Relatively undisturbed soil samples are obtained by 
forcing a section of 3" O.D. 16-gauge steel tubing into the soil at the desired sample 
location. The tube is then sealed from moisture loss and delivered to the laboratory for 
possible laboratory testing. 
 
 

Rotary-Wash Boring (RB): The drilling operation is performed by first setting a 
length of casing and then advancing the test bore by jetting  a bentonite solution thru 
drill rods and bit. 
 
 

Core Drilling (CD): The test bore is advanced thru rock by coring which utilizes a 
diamond bit and a double tube, swivel type core barrel. (ASTM D-2113) 
 
 

Monitoring Wells (MW): Temporary or permanent wells may be installed to 
provide the accurate water table determination and periodic monitoring. The well is 
constructed with 1.5" to 4" diameter PVC pipe meeting current standards for monitoring 
well construction. 

 
 



 

NOTES AND REFERENCES 
 

Soil descriptions are based on the predominate constituent of the material and are further 
described by appropriate modifiers in reverse order of their importance. For example, a 
predominate sand soil containing clay would be described as clayey sand . Additional modifiers 
may be used, beginning with the least important constituent such as silty clayey sand , etc. 
 

Water levels shown on the test boring logs reflect those levels measured at the specified 
time and date indicated on the logs. These water levels are subject to seasonal fluctuation and 
can be effected by local surface drainage and/or rainfall during the monitoring period.  
 

The following table describes soil relative densities and consistencies based on 
penetration resistance values (N) determined by the Standard Penetration Test. The N  values 
are estimated for hand tool bores using a portable dynamic cone penetrometer. 

 
 N Relative Density 
 0 – 3 Very Loose 
 4 – 9 Loose 

Sand 10 – 19 Firm 
 20 - 29 Very Firm 
 30 - 49 Dense 
 50+ Very Dense 
   
 N Consistency 
 0 - 2 Very Soft 
 3 - 5 Soft 
 6 - 11 Firm 

Clay and Silt 12 - 17 Stiff 
 18 - 29 Very Stiff 
 30 - 49 Hard 
 50+ Very Hard 

  
Laboratory Test References 

Test             Reference 
Moisture Content.........................................................................................ASTM D-854 
Particle Size Analysis..................................................................ASTM D-421,422,1140 
Atterberg Limit....................................................................................ASTM D-423, 424 
Specific Gravity.........................................................................................ASTM D-2216 
Compaction Test................................................................................ASTM D-698, 1557 
California Bearing Ratio Test..................................................................AASHTO T-193 
Triaxial Shear Test.....................................................................................ASTM D-2850 
Unconfined Compression Test...................................................................ASTM D-2166 
Consolidation Test.....................................................................................ASTM D-2435 
Soil Permeability Test................................................................................ASTM D-2434 










